The First Church in Marlborough,
(Congregational), UCC
37 High Street
Marlborough, Massachusetts
www.firstchurchmarlborough.org

Dear Saints of God at First Church,

It is early May of 2026 so the statistics for churches, denominations and theological schools began for the year
2025 are being published. A lot of sad news, a lot of meh-news, and some good news. So, let’s begin with the
sad news: most denominations are shrinking in terms of membership. It is true for both the conservative and
fundamentalist ones, and for the liberal ones. No matter if it is the UCC or the Southern Baptist Convention —
the numbers are down. The meh-news: church attendance has plateaued with a slight uptick. This is also true
for churches across the theological spectrum. It is even true for our Church: during the seasons leading up to
and on high holidays it hovers at around 100-120. The other Sundays we are anywhere from 60-80, which is
slightly better than last year. And finally, the good news: some congregations are growing or holding steady
(like we are). This past year, we officially became the biggest UCC congregation in the cities around us
(Hudson, Northborough, Southborough, Westborough and Sudbury). We have had the best attendance for
over 12 years — and now we are also the largest congregation in the area.

The question is WHY?

Well, if you look at the Crier for the period January-March, you will see probably a big part of it. We are a
mission-oriented church: without ostentation, without fanfare, without smugness — we do what Christian folks
are good at. We show up, we worship, we pray, and we give back to those in need. All ages, all church groups,
are rooted in worship and the message of the Gospel, and we just do what we are called to do. The heroic, dai-
ly grind of Christian life — that carried those before us for 360 years and will carry us for the next days, weeks,
and months and years.

Every time we go to WAMS in the building of United Congregational Church I look at the words above the

doors: “God’s word endures forever” (1 Peter 1:25). What a grace to be able to witness this with you all.

Peace be with all the Saints of God at First Church,

Pastor Kaz
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Sunday 10:00am

Join Pastor Kaz at 10:00am in classroom 7 or at
7:00pm via Zoom. Check your weekly email from
Constant Contact (or email Pastor Kaz) for
the evening Zoom link.

Monday Coffee hours with Pastor Kaz
at the Coffee Loft on Lincoln Street
10:00am until noon.

Contact Pastor Kaz (203-781-6372) or the church
office (508-485-6297) with any concerns, illness-
es, deaths, prayer requests or to arrange home-
bound Communion.

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
8:30am-2:30pm

*Please see our weekly newsletter for any
last minute schedule changes.

SCAN HERE TO DONATE

www.firstchurchmariborough.org

January 2026, the “somethings” group (20’s and
30’s) shopped and cooked for “Our Father’s Table.”
Shopping and Cooking were a breeze! Plenty of
food. Only one small key mix up at the location but
George Pellerin saved the day! Another successful
time helping and serving those in need.

Submitted by Jasmine Mooloo-Serkez
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A big thank you to the congregation who continue
to donate beautiful altar arrangements for our
Sunday services. Without their generosity the

pulpit would look quite plain.




March 2026 Pretzel Making March 2026 Boy Scouts Food Drive



Women’s Fellowship met in February and March. Members contributed donations of non-perishable food
products for the Marlborough Community Cupboard. Due to icy weather conditions, the January meeting
had been cancelled.

Our February meeting was at noon in the parish hall. We had a fun make- your- own pizza lunch and a
business meeting.

At our evening March get-together, we enjoyed dessert followed by our business meeting. Afterward Ala-
na, our church florist from the Floral Gallery in Marlborough, conducted a flower arranging workshop. She
is very creative and the ladies always look forward to seeing what artistic arrangement she has planned for
us to recreate. Following this fun experience, we each took home our own lovely arrangement to enjoy.

Submitted by Pauline Wills
Co/publicity Women’s Fellowship




In the last quarterly Crier article, we left off celebrating the preparations and birth of Jesus. During the past
three months, the Diaconate and church prepared for the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus during our
seasons of Lent and Easter. And what preparation and celebration it was! It comes as no surprise that Pas-
tor Kaz’s passion for this time of year brings ideas, events, emotions, and surprises. Each year his reflec-
tions, teachings, and sermons leading up to Holy Week, and including it, become more connected to our
lives and the connections we have with the Lord. This year was no exception beginning with Ash Wednes-
day, as we renewed our baptisms with communion. Palm Sunday was led by the children’s procession of
palms and song. We continued the baptismal tradition on Maundy Thursday, which culminated with the
“stripping of the church”. Good Friday brought some new hymns as the striking of the drum led to the dim-
ming lights and observance of Jesus’ sacrifice. The Saturday Vigil at sundown offered multiple languages
for the reading of the discovery at the tomb of Jesus’ resurrection. And Easter Sunday... well, that was
simply stunning and a one-of-a-kind rejoicing of life! Music, décor, love, and excitement for Christ who
had Risen!

We also recognized the birthday of our dear Pastor Kaz in February and two baptisms during our winter
months! We are looking forward to the Pentecostal Multi-Cultural Brunch with pancakes and crepes com-
ing in May, as well as some sunny warmer weather to open the windows and feel the fresh air and energy
of spring. We continue to keep our vulnerable members in our prayers as well as those all over the world.

Submitted by Jenn Burgos and Lora Forman

Spring Crier 2026




During the months of March and April, the Trustees conducted a search for a bookkeeper to assume the
accounting work that had been performed by Jeremey Crocker for many years. The Trustees ultimately
hired Diane Kimball to fill the position. Note that Diane is a member of First Church and a long-time
member of the Joyful Ringers. Please feel free to acknowledge Diane when you have a moment.

The Trustees are pleased to report that the City of Marlborough finalized plans for the new tree plantings
in Union Common. The Trustees were advised that five new trees will be planted soon. The new trees will
consist of European Hornbeams and Poplars.

The Trustees conducted research and determined that the monies contained in the Morrow Fund are not
permanently restricted for use of youth related activities such as salaries for teachers, youth leaders, youth
ministries, etc. As such, the Trustees voted to allow the Investment Committee to establish a spending pol-
icy for the fund. Further to this, the Trustees determined that, after locating the 1957 will of Winfield
Temple, the monies in the Bible Fund were also not restricted and the funds can be utilized for future ex-
penditures.

The Trustees approved the purchase of a new and advance computer for the AV Group for use in broad-
casting Sunday services over the internet. The new computer was procured in April and expected to be
functioning in May.

In order to further improve the appearance of the church, the Trustees have sought and received contractor
proposals for painting the front door and Bolton Street entryways, as well as the rear wall of the church,
which is covered in lead paint. In addition, the Trustees sought proposals to repair the wrought iron fence
along Bolton Street that damaged by an automobile crash. After receiving several proposals, the Trustees
decided to prioritize the painting of the rear wall and approved going forward with a local and licensed
painting company specializing in dealing with lead paint. The approximate cost of the project is about
$7,300. The means of funding the project has not yet been decided; however, the work is expected to
begin during the summer months.

The Trustees determined the security camera system was not operating satisfactorily. The cameras were
interconnected wirelessly to a host computer in the church office; however, the system’s communication
bandwidth was exceeded with the addition of the camera at the front door of the church. Warren Security
subsequently installed new communication components and hardwired the cameras to the host computer.
As a result, the system is working especially well.

The Trustees engaged Fire Equipment Inc., a local company, to inspect church’s fire detection system.
During the course of the inspection, it was determined that several heat detectors on the second floor
needed to be either repaired or replaced. In addition, four fire extinguishers were replaced. Overall, the
church’s fire detection system was found to be in good operating condition.

The Trustees report that the lease relating to the Xerox copier/printer previously located in the church of-
fice expired in February. The copier/printer was returned to the leasing company in March and replaced
with a smaller Epson unit for everyday use in the office. Beginning in March, the weekly bulletins have
been printed by a local printing company, saving the church significant dollars and the labor of printing
the bulletins.

The Trustees report that the Scouts performed a rather nice clean-up of the grounds around the church in
April, particularly the raking and cleaning of the lawn, and the removal of the rubbish from behind the
church property. Thank you Scouts!

Submitted by Steve Powers, Trustees Chair
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